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Welcome to the February VSS bulletin  
	The second VSS Policy Briefing

'Healthy Child Programme'

is now available for download from the VSS site.  

 

 

 

 

	NCB to launch Skills Development Programme

 

NCB is delighted to launch a new programme that offers an exciting opportunity to voluntary, community and faith organisations working in London*. 

 

Would your organisation like to host a young person working with you for five months for a small placement fee? 

 

If you can offer one of the following roles to a young person between 18-24 years old then NCB will cover their wages for five months, as part of the new Skills Development Programme. 

 

· Project Administrator, Research Assistant, Finance Administrator, Marketing, Assistant, HR Officer, Library Clerk, Assistant to Youth Worker, Policy Officer, Junior PA, Project Officer, Receptionist, Play Worker, Participation Worker, IT Helpdesk, Trainee Information Assistant, Peer Support Assistant, Training Administrator, Communications Clerk, Fundraising Assistant.

 

*Priority will be given to voluntary, community or faith organisations in the following London boroughs: Greenwich, Hackney, Lambeth, Lewisham, Newham or Tower Hamlets. However we would be happy to place young people in any organisation in London. 

 

If you are interested in this scheme please contact:

 

Jo Denoris, (Acting) Programme Manager jdenoris@ncb.org.uk  020 7843 1904

or download the programme overview from the VSS website.

 

This programme is funded by Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) as part of the Future Jobs Fund.

 

 



 

· EVENTS

 

MARMOT AND THE THIRD SECTOR: Addressing Health Inequalitie Together
3 March 2010 *London*

 

A conference organised by the DH's Third Sector Strategic Partners to discuss the findings and impact of the Marmot Review of health inequalities in England. A unique opportunity to consider the essential role of third sector organisations in addressing the problem.

Opening address: Gillian Merron MP, Minister of State for Public Health.

Keynote speakers: Professor Sir Michael Marmot and Mike Farrar, Chief Executive, NHS North West.

 

 

YOU'RE WELCOME - Increasing Third Sector involvement
11 March 2010 *Newcastle*

 

Designed specifically for voluntary and community sector organisations this event will cover the policy background to You're Welcome, the implications of the initiative to the third sector, and how third sector organisations can get involved. 

Click on the link above to book a place or for more information visit the VSS website.

 

 

MEN'S HEALTH FORUM AND MIND - Finding Solutions: effective practice in male mental health 30 March 2010 *University of Reading*

 

Contribute to the development of a new guide that aims to provide practical help to all those working with mental health issues for men and boys.

Download further information and an application form at the VSS website.

 

 

Black Sheep, Snow White and Hot Cross Buns: exploring equality and diversity in early years services 16 March 2010  *London*

 

This year's ECF conference, supported by the Black Voices Network, will examine key issues and developments around equality, inclusion and anti-discriminatory practice within the early years sector. 

 

 

Introduction to Major Trauma Network's Programme - spring 2010 (tbc)

 

The Department of Health is planning to hold an event for third sector organisations on its Major Trauma Networks Programme. If you are interested in attending or would like more information please email linda.andres@dh.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

 

C4EO Safeguarding Knowledge Workshops
Five regional events

 

 

FREE Women's Health and Equality Consortium - Working for Health Equality
4 Mar 2010 *London*    11 Mar 2010 *Birmingham*    16 Mar 2010 *Manchester*

Download information and booking form from the VSS site.

 

 

Visit the VSS site for more training and events. 

 



 

· FUNDING AND RESOURCES

 

DCSF announces further Â£2.6 million of central funding for FIPs
The money will allow more Family Intervention Projects to be started and existing FPIs to expand, supporting over 1000 new families. 

Bids are welcome from areas who did not bid in Round 1, and those who were unsuccessful or who wish to further increase project capacity. 

 

 

Awards for all 
With amounts ranging from Â£300-Â£10,000 this Big Lottery funding is for local community improvement projects. The application process is short and you will find out if you are successful within six weeks.

Big Lottery have also just announced improvements to the application process of their Reaching Communities programme that will come into effect this spring.

 

 

Funding available to support disadvantaged and isolated communities
The funding is available, alongside training and expertise from digital professionals and collaborative support at a local level, as part of Media Trust's Community Voices scheme. 

 

You can also find free online training guides to PR, marketing, design, web services and much more.

 

 

Funding challenges facing third sector organisations
Read the speech by Baroness Delyth Morgan.

 

 

Apprenticeships grants of Â£2,500 available for employers
Employers who take on 16-17 year olds are eligible for the funding. Deadline end of March. Visit the VSS website to dowload further details.

 

 

Improve your access to student volunteers 

University of Westminster has 100s of students with a broad range of skills who want to volunteer. Sign up to the new online vacancy service.

 

 

ONLINE COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE - Commissioning and the Community Sector
For all those working on commissioning in the community sector. This group includes discussion forums, Information Exchange for resources and peer review facility.

 

 

Visit the VSS site for further funding, resources and commissioning information

 



 

· POLICY

 

Marmot Review into health inequalities, Fair Society, Healthy Lives published
With its recommendations welcomed by Secretary of State for Health, Andy Burnham the review demonstrates an alarming rise in health inequalities in England and the extent to which social position affects health outcomes. For information on how this affects the third sector, come to our conference on 9 March 2010 (see EVENTS above).

 

 

Tackling teen relationship abuse website launched
This new government campaign, aimed at 13-18 year olds seeks to challenge teenagers' views about violent relationships.

 

 

Improving health outcomes in deprived communities: Evidence from the New Deal for Communities Programme - Report
As part of the National Evaluation of the New Deal for Communities (NDC)programme this report examines interventions designed to improve health outcomes for residents and their impact. Based on case studies as well as programme and national level outcome data.

 

 

Family Information Direct website launched 
Free information, advice and support to all mums, dads, grandparents, carers and other adults with caring responsibility and families in England.

 

 

Care First Careers -  a new initiative to help young jobseekers into care work
A recruitment subsidy of Â£1,000 is available for employers taking on a 18-24 year old jobseeker through the Care First Careers scheme with free pre-employment training for jobseekers where needed. Criteria apply. For further information click the link above or for promotional posters contac vssbulletin@ncb.org.uk.

 

 

More policy on the VSS site


 

· CONSULTATIONS

 

Get involved and give your opinions on the latest consultations:

· DCSF - Support for All: the Families and Relationships Green Paper (closing date: 21 Apr 2010) 

· LVSC launches the Big Squeeze Survey 2010 and seeks a big response from London's VCS (closing date:  28 Feb 2010) 

· Draft Regulations, and Associated Statutory Guidance, for Local Authorities to Provide Short Breaks for Carers of Disabled Children and Young People (closing date: 26 April 2010) 

· Skills - Third Sector would like to hear your thoughts about the structure of a new framework for Apprenticeships (closing date 28 Apr 2010)

 

More consultations on the VSS site
  



 

· NEWS

 

Dedicated volunteers play central role helping the nation's young people 
A new CWDC report, A picture worth millions, shows that UK's young people are being supported through their teenage years by an estimated workforce of about six million, 87% of which is made up of volunteers.

 

 

CYPN: A review into extended services praises schools for looking beyond poverty to include bereavement, disability and mental health issues, amongst other family situations, when considering disadvantage but also says that extended services need more support.

 

 

DH: Children are to be offered a replacement vaccine to better protect them from a greater number of strains of pneumococcal bacteria.

 

 

YoungMinds: Families with disabled children struggle to get support for their children's emotional needs. Survey shows lack of advice, services and understanding.

 

 

The Communities Secretary John Denham says that councils should be more willing to consider third sector organisations to run local services for the benefit of the community. 

 

 

 More news on the VSS site
 



 

Thank you for all the feedback and support you have given us over the past three weeks. 

It is really important that this bulletin and the website are useful tools so please continue to let us know how you think we can make improvements. Email vssbulletin@ncb.org.uk.

 

 

Please feel free to distribute this bulletin to colleagues and networks. If you have any queries or comments please contact us at vssbulletin@ncb.org.uk. 
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	NCB is committed to protecting your information. Please read the NCB Privacy Policy to find out more. If you do not wish to receive future mailings, you can unsubscribe from this mailing list.

Registered Charity No. 258825. Registered in England and Wales No 952717. Registered office: National Children's Bureau, 8 Wakley Street, London, EC1V 7QE.

Join NCB now for regular updates and policy briefings. You can also support our work by donating to NCB online. Find out more about our work at http://www.ncb.org.uk.
	


