Commissioning Support Programme Bulletin – July 2009

Commissioning Champions – It is now eight months since the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, Ed Balls MP wrote to Directors of Children’s Services asking them to nominate a Commissioning Champion who would be the key point of contact with the Commissioning Support Programme for each Children’s Trust.

There is a named commissioning champion in each of the 152 Children’s Trusts in England. These are senior individuals from either the local authority, PCT or who hold joint appointments. These relationships have been fundamental to shaping the support the Programme offers, regionally and nationally as well as within each Children’s Trust.

Schools Minister answers commissioners’ questions on our website - Until 24 July users of our website have the opportunity to submit commissioning questions to Vernon Coaker MP, Minister of State for Schools and Learners, on those aspects of the recent schools White Paper, Your child, your schools, our future: building a 21st century schools system. The Minister will be responding to all submitted questions in early August. This is an excellent opportunity to put your questions about the commissioning of schools and by schools directly to the Minister. Find out more at:

http://www.commissioningsupport.org.uk/about_the_programme/qa_with_vernon_coaker_mp.aspx 

Registered members of the site can also join in with a discussion on the schools White Paper here.
Children’s Trust Self Analysis and Planning Exercise – The self analysis and planning exercise is a key way in which each Children’s Trust agrees the scope of its work with the Commissioning Support Programme and the focus of the bespoke consultancy we provide. This exercise is facilitated by the Commissioning Support Programme but the results are owned by each Trust – it is not an external evaluation or assurance process. Over 40 Children’s Trusts have now begun working through the exercise and, while we will not report on individual findings, we will be able to share in the future what themes are emerging as commissioning priorities across the country.

One Thousand members of the Commissioning Support Programme website – Over August you will see some changes and improvements being made to the website as based on your feedback. We now have over 1000 registered members of www.commissioningsupport.org.uk. This represents great progress since we launched the site at the beginning of February. We will continue to build up the content of the site and make it really effective and valuable to users but do also upload your resources, start a discussion or use the other “community” functions of the site to ensure that it really is your site. If you have suggestions for things you would like to see online then contact us at info@commissioningsupport.org.uk  

Good practice case studies – If you haven’t already, please do take a look at the case studies in the resource bank area of the website. We know that commissioners really value the opportunity to learn from each other and we want to make sure that we have an extensive and valuable bank of case studies. We are always looking for examples of good, innovative commissioning practice so if you have a story that is worth telling, then email info@commissioningsupport.org.uk 

We are particularly looking for case studies on the following aspects of commissioning:

· Alternative provision

· Play services

· Information, advice and guidance services

You can find already uploaded case studies at:

http://www.commissioningsupport.org.uk/resource_bank/case_studies.aspx 

Commissioning e-book – We are also looking for contributors to the commissioning e-book that we are developing. To read more about this resource go to:

http://www.commissioningsupport.org.uk/resource_bank/essential_reading_list/commissioning_e-book.aspx 

Commissioning of Children’s Centres – You may be interested to know that Together for Children have published a guide to commissioning of Children’s Centres which contains some practical tools and interesting case study examples. You can download this document from our website at:
http://www.commissioningsupport.org.uk/idoc.ashx?docid=13b6873b-3b7c-4205-a505-2651c215ba0a&version=-1 

This Bulletin – We want to make sure that this Programme bulletin is the most helpful if can be. If there are things that you would like to see featured in future editions of the bulletin then please email info@commissioningsupport.org.uk  and let us know.
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